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Course Description and Objectives:

Students will get an in-depth experience in field herpetology and research, with heavy emphasis on the reptiles and amphibians found in Northern Ohio. The class will cover the biology, life-histories and taxonomy of Ohio’s herpetological fauna. Students will be exposed to several different types of current data collection techniques including radio-telemetry, mark-recapture and tissue sampling. Additionally, the students will have the opportunity to meet and work with other experts in the field. Daily field trips are planned to both mainland and island study sites. Students should be prepared for an exciting and intense hands-on experience in field collection and specimen preparation, monitoring and surveying techniques, field identification and taxonomy, and conservation strategies used in herpetology.

Instructor Comments 

Students MUST have their own field guide. I recommend the Peterson guide, but if you already have another guide that you believe to be adequate, you may use it. Other relevant books and handouts will be available for use in class. It is required that students come prepared to do field work; i.e. bring appropriate clothes, bug spray, sunscreen, boots, hats or any other field related gear that may be appropriate for the course. 
YOU WILL GET DIRTY IN THIS CLASS!! 
If you have questions, please e-mail me (Kristin Stanford) at theislandsnakelady@yahoo.com 

Text (Recommended)

Conant, Roger. A Field guide to Reptiles and Amphibians of Eastern and Central North America (Peterson Field Guide Series). Houghton Mifflin Co; Revised Edition 1998. 616pp. ISBN:0395904528
Other Supplies:

Large 3-ring Binder (recommended but not required)
Rite-in-Rain Field Notebook

Writing utensils
Field Trips and Course Schedule:

Since this is primarily a field-based course, you will meet and work with several herpetologists at their field site throughout the week. We will also have some evening sessions with guest speakers. It is to your advantage to have completed the readings associated with each day’s field trip BEFORE meeting and speaking with these experts.
Sunday June 7
6:00 pm - ? Introduction to course, handouts, assignments, fieldtrips.

· Local species show and tell

Monday June 8
Destination: South Bass Island, Middle Bass Island and Gibraltar Island
Time: 7:45am – 4:00pm

Current Research Projects:

Lake Erie water snakes: Research, Recovery and Conservation of a Federally Listed Species and Status and Distribution of Eastern Fox Snakes in Ohio – with Kristin Stanford 

· Learn about the Lake Erie watersnake and Eastern Fox Snake including life history, past and current research and outreach objectives.

· Learn about radio-telemetry techniques.
· Learn mark-recapture and life-history survey techniques; capture methods; pit-tagging, scale-clipping, measuring, weighing and diet analysis.

· Learn about federal recovery plans, habitat conservation plans and other management plans to conserve endangered or threatened species.
· Learn about the role of artificial refugia and cover boards as it relates to the LEWS.

· Local species identification.
Tuesday June 9
Destination: Kelleys Island
Time: 8:00 am – 4:00 pm

Current Research Projects:

Genetics and Reproductive Modes of Unisexual Hybrid Island Salamanders – with Dr. Jim Bogart (University of Guelph)

· Learn about the Unisexual Salamander complex, their unique methods of reproduction and how they differ from the other species of salamanders found on Kelleys Island and Northern Ohio.

· Learn techniques for finding and identifying local salamanders and their habitats

· Learn about proper collection of tissue samples for genetic analyses.

· Local species identification and life history.

Tuesday Evening 6pm – 8pm: Lab session. Historic collections at Mohican State Park.

Wednesday June 10
** LEAVE STONE LABORATORY FOR OLD WOMAN CREEK **
Destination: Mohican River, Clear Fork Branch and Mohican State Park
Time: 7:30 – 5:00 pm

Current Research Project:

Status and Conservation of the Eastern Hellbender in Ohio – with Greg Lipps and Ralph Phingston

· Learn about the status of the Eastern Hellbender within the state of Ohio and across its range in the United States.

· Learn about and participate in techniques used to survey for Hellbenders.

· Survey amphibian diversity at Mohican State Park.

· Local species identification and life history.

Thursday June 11
Destination: KILLDEER PLAINS WILDLIFE AREA

Time: 7:30am – 4:00pm

Current Research Projects:

Conservation and recovery of Massasauga rattlesnakes and the Eastern Plains garter snake – with Doug Wynn

**LEATHER BOOTS AND SIGNED WAIVER ARE REQUIRED TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS TRIP

· Learn about conservation initiatives for both the Massasauga rattlesnake and the Plains garter snake at Killdeer Plains Wildlife Area and assist with population surveys and other current research efforts of both of these species.

· Learn about radio-telemetry and cover board surveys and how the findings have been used in the conservation of the Massasauga rattlesnake and the Plains Garter Snake.

· Local species identification and life history.

Thursday evening 6pm - ? : 
· Adventures in Herping Northern Ohio…with Glen Bernhardt

· Frog calls worksheet followed by evening call survey.

Friday June 12
Destination: Oak Openings Region and The Toledo Zoo

Time: 8:00 am – 5:00 pm
Mark-recapture of Turtles in the Oak Openings Region and Toledo Zoo Department of Herpetology Tour – with Kent Bekker and Tim Herman 

· Learn about the history of the Toledo Zoo’s Department of Herpetology. 

· See and hear all the native frogs in Ohio in the zoo’s Frog Town display.

· Learn how zoo programs aid in both local and international reptile and amphibian conservation.

· Learn about techniques used to handle and work with venomous snakes, what to do if ever bitten by a venomous snake, and some of the myths associated with venomous reptiles.

· Participate in one of the zoo’s current local conservation projects. (2007, Blanding’s Turtles)

· Learn about turtle survey techniques including marking and capture methods.
· Local species identification and life history

Saturday June 13
Final Exam and Lab Practical: 8:00 AM – 10:30 AM

Questions to be handed in prior to exam.
Grading: 

Student performance will be evaluated by the following items:

Question Packet – 200 points. Questions from readings and field presentations due Saturday morning PRIOR to taking the final exam. 

Final Exam and Lab Practical – 200 points. Questions will come DIRECTLY from the question packet or from field presentations. Specimens may include any species seen during the week as well as those available for viewing in the classroom.
Oral presentation and written summary – 200 points. 5-10 minute presentation on a current research paper (within last 5 years) on a native amphibian or reptile. A one page written summary of this article must be copied for the entire class and turned in.
Field Participation – 400 points. This course is designed to provide you with an immense opportunity to join and help researchers in their projects that you will find NO WHERE ELSE. It is the students responsibility to take advantage of this opportunity by listening, participating when necessary and asking intelligent questions during these trips, not at the end of the class prior to the final exam.

Make no mistake, NOT JUST ATTENDANCE BUT GOOD PARTICIPATION IS MANDATORY TO PASS THIS CLASS. 

Grades will be distributed on a 1000 point system with cut-offs as follows:

	A+
	975

	A
	950

	A-
	925

	B+
	875

	B
	850

	B-
	825

	C+
	775

	C
	750

	C-
	725

	D+
	675

	D
	650

	D-
	625


Academic Misconduct

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish

procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term

“academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed;

illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with

examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the

committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student

Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).

Disability Services: Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately
accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as

possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is

located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone

292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
